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the launching pad
With C. MERVYN MAXWELL
Department of Church History, Andrews University
Berrien Springs, Michigan

Q. Wasn't it wonderful last Christmas to hear
our boys in the spaceship reading the Bible from
the moon! It was almost like the Christmas angels
bringing good tidings from the star. It made me
feel more than ever that the Bible is God's Book,
sent down from heaven. Isn't it wonderful that
America is still a Christian nation. . . . But I suppose you think this wonderful event is just a terrible example of the union of church and state.

A. The astronauts' decision to read from Genesis
was primarily a private matter as their articles in
Life proved. They did it as individuals, not as a required part of their official assignment. All civil
servants are free to pause now and then to pray
or read a verse of Scripture; most politicians mention God occasionally when they orate.
Contrary to your fears, I warmly welcomed the
reading of Genesis 1. I have repeatedly taken the
position in this column that everyone ought to keep
the seventh-day (Saturday) Sabbath as the Bible
memorial of Creation. "Remember the sabbath day,
to keep it holy. . . . For in six days the Lord made
heaven and earth, . . . and rested the seventh day:
wherefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day, and
hallowed it" (Exodus 20:8-11).
Some readers do not believe in Creation. It was
refreshing to hear our intelligent astronauts endorse
the Bible record.
Q. Judging by some of the things you've written in your column, I suppose that you are pretty
upset now that the U.S. Supreme Court has forced
Arkansas to permit the teaching of evolution in
public schools.

A. I teach evolution in my classes. As clearly
and honestly as I can I present a synopsis of the
most impelling evidence in favor of it. I try to make
sure my students understand what I am saying.
Then I discuss the difficulties which evolutionary
scientists confess their theory is confronted with. For
example, I read from Paleontologist G. G. Simpson,
who candidly admits that so significant is the absence of "missing links" in the fossil record that
nonspecialists may, with intellectual respectability,
"choose to believe the authority who agrees with
their prejudices or to discard the evidence as worthless."
In this way I show that the theory of evolution

is just that—a "theory," unproved and unprovable,
requiring a leap-into-the-dark kind of faith that
Christianity never requires of its devotees.
And I present the other side, the concept of an
intelligent Creator, in love and wisdom making a
universe whose intricacy and complexity baffle the
best of men. Then I give my students the choice to
believe which they will.
If teachers will teach evolution this way in Arkansas, they'll deserve their rights under the First
Amendment.
They will also have my benediction.
Q. I suppose you think that for a church-related
school to accept Federal aid amounts to the establishment of religion. It doesn't. Children have to
be educated. There aren't enough public schools to
do the job. Parochial schools provide a needed
public service and so are entitled to public funds.

A. Government financial support is the sine qua
non of a religious establishment.
Such support for a Sunday school would most certainly amount to the "establishment" of the church
sponsoring that Sunday school. A church-related
school is an extension of the Sunday school because
it exists to offer the religion-oriented interpretation
of subject matter and life the sponsoring church
recommends. Government financial support of a
church-related school is, therefore, an establishment
of the church sponsoring that school.
Let us face the real issue clearly: Do we still want
to honor the antiestablishment clause of the First
Amendment? It may be that we do not.
Q. I'm ashamed of you. You took a vow never
to drink alcohol, and yet in the January-February
issue you say that you would accept alcohol in a
medicine. You ought to read Listen magazine.

A. The vow I took as a child was: "By the grace
of God I promise never to buy, drink, sell, or give
alcoholic liquors while I live."
During Prohibition some poor drunks guzzled
cough medicine by the bottle to quench their thirst.
Personally, I have never considered Pertussin a
beverage.
Thank you for the word about Listen. It's a great
paper.

